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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

After a winter filled with snowstorms and 
nor’easters resulting in many calendar changes, 
hopefully we can all look ahead to beautiful spring 
days and fun-filled outdoor activities. It is never an 
easy decision to close schools, and I appreciate 
the understanding and flexibility from the 
community during difficult winters.   
 
Congratulations to all participants in musical 
productions at the high school and middle school. 
From the actors to the musicians and those 
behind the curtain, all of our students who 
participate in our theater productions do a 
fantastic job. Additionally, the sound of music filled 
our schools with orchestra, band and choir 
concerts during the month of March.   

Each year the State of New Jersey releases the 
NJ Performance Report for our schools. These 
reports provide information about how well our 
schools are performing and how we are 
preparing students for college and careers. The 
NJ Performance Report for 2016-2017 is 
available on the district website.   
 
The Board of Education continues to work 
diligently on the 2018-2019 budget. The 2018-
2019 budget hearing will be held at the April 30, 
2018, Board of Education meeting. Stakeholders 
are encouraged to provide input on the budget 
via the district website or at board meetings 
during the public comments section.   
 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Dr. Cindy Assini 

Rubrics to Assist Your Child(ren) Learn 
Merriam-Webster defines the word rubric in several 
ways. As it relates to education, it is defined as, ”a 
guide listing specific criteria for grading or scoring 
academic papers, projects, or tests.” While many of 
us did not receive rubrics as a guide in our learning, 
today’s students are very familiar with them, as 
rubrics abound in classrooms today. Rubrics, as 
tools to advance teaching and learning, have quickly 
become common in the field of education. These 
pages of boxes containing text, that both outline 
expectations as well as  describe how a teacher will 
assess an assignment, and provide important 
information to both students and parents.   
 
The use of rubrics throughout all disciplines serves 
several important purposes. First, and most 
importantly, teachers use rubrics to clearly outline 
the expectations and criteria of an assignment. 
Teachers from algebra to zoology (if Hillsborough 
were to ever have such a class) use rubrics to score 
many different kinds of assessments, including, but 
not limited to, open-ended essay questions, projects, 
and presentations. Ideally, students understand 
what meeting the standards measured by an 

assessment means through a combination of the 
rubric and models provided in class.   
 
In addition to the purposes of rubrics for students, 
teachers collaborate to create and use rubrics to 
ensure a common understanding of student 
performance. In the creation and implementation of 
rubrics, teachers specify what meeting the 
standards required by the state of New Jersey 
looks like in terms of student work. Clear and 
common rubrics, along with calibration exercises 
among teachers, ensure that students earn similar 
grades for similar work.   
 
The many benefits of rubrics for teaching and 
learning also provide parents with the opportunity 
to leverage the rubrics provided by teachers to 
open conversations with his/her child. If a child 
mentions an upcoming assignment, one suggestion 
is to ask him/her about the rubric. Asking similar 
questions to those that follow in this article may 
assist a child to better understand the assignment 
and the rubric. Encouraging a child to refer back to 
the rubric, or reviewing it together, can help, 

(Continued on page 11) 

https://rc.doe.state.nj.us/


There were a lot of electrifying school 
events occurring during the month of 
February. We were in motion all month, 
hopping from one great event to the next. 
Where to begin???? 

 
Let’s start with 
February 12. It 
was one of the 
many highlights 
of the month… 
the 100th Day of 
S c h o o l  a n d 
Valentine’s Day, 
too! To prepare 
for this day, Mrs. 
Leoni, Teacher of 

Mathematics, created a special challenge 
for the whole school, including teachers! 
We were challenged to “help hundreds” by 
collecting various basic needs items for 
Safe + Sound. Every grade level was 
challenged to bring in 100 of their assigned 
item. The staff’s challenge was to bring in 
100 diapers! Every day we monitored our 
progress by watching the bar graph in the 
Commons. On the morning of the 100th 
Day, every grade level met their goal but 
not the Amsterdam School teaching staff! 
Luckily the Amsterdam Eagle soared in to 
our school-wide assembly with the 100th 
diaper to save the day! Thank you to all of 
our families who helped us to reach our 
goal. Safe + Sound, and the people they 
help, very much appreciated Amsterdam 
School’s generosity. 
 
At the 100th Day assembly, the Character 
Ed Committee presented their monthly Pep 
Rally. We challenged our students to “pay it 
forward” by Racking up our RAKS 
(Random Acts of Kindness) and 
announced our February Bucket Fillers.  
 
Speaking of math events, Mrs. Bates and 
Mrs. Holmlund sponsored several 
interactive Family Math Nights. What a 

great way to spend an evening with 
your family and friends! We received 
some great positive feedback from 
these events and are looking forward to 
sharing Family Science Nights soon. 
 
Another February special event was 
World Read Aloud Day .  Mrs. 
Rooyakkers and Mrs. Barajas arranged 
for every grade level to have an 
opportunity to skype with an author. It 
was exciting! Our students were able to 
ask questions, read stories and even 
impress the authors. Author Julie Segal 
Walters sent the email below to Mrs. 
Barajas. 
 
“Hi! I wanted to send you a separate 
note to thank you for sharing the kiddo's 
animal mixes! That was a BRILLIANT 
project you did, and I'm blown away by 
your effort and by their creations. I can't 
thank you enough for engaging the kids 
so deeply in my book. I’m touched and 
awed, and their animals were awesome 
and hilarious!” 
 
Our annual Business Expo was held on 
February 23. This entrepreneur 
experience student project was 
developed by the AMS 4th grade team 
as a way to provide students with a 
meaningfu l ,  authent ic  learning 
experience as they studied the topic of 
economics and capitalism. In order to 
engage students in active learning, 
students created small business 
enterprises and developed a product or 
service that they felt was appealing to 
both the needs and wants of their 
targeted consumer… their peers!  
Through the process, students learned 
about supply and demand, needs vs 
wants, goods vs services, scarcity, 
budgeting expenses, profit, and product 
design and manufacturing. They 
created advertisements (both hand-

made and digital) that would 
generate "buzz" about their 
business. Most importantly, students 
learned to work collaboratively to 
reach a common goal.  
 
The Liberty Science Center 
presented  a workshop, "Balls on 
Tracks” to our 4th grade students. 
Students used marbles and ramps 
to explore the fundamental 
principles of gravitational forces and 
projectile motion. Students observed 
the path of a launched projectile, 
discovered patterns and used the 
data to predict the distance of a final 
launch.  
 
This month, HMS PRIDE students 
presented their bullying prevention 
l esson  to  our  2nd  g rade 
students. Thank you to all who 
helped to create this experience for 
our students. 
 
Thank you, ASHA, for providing our 
families with Movie Night! It was a 
big hit! ASHA also sponsored a 
STEAM parent informational night, 
which was very informative, 
challenging and fun. In addition, Dr. 
Feltre ran a parent training for Star 
Lab. Thank you, Dr. Feltre and all of 
the parents who attended. We are 
looking forward to hosting Star Lab 
in May.  
 
Amsterdam School would like to 
congratulate Timothy Kafka and 
Rymaa Kothavale. They have been 
chosen as a finalist for Sodexo’s 
Future Chef Competition!  
 
Amsterdam School is looking 
forward to all the new and exciting 
learning that will take place in the 
spring. 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

 
Mrs. Nork’s kindergarten students 
celebrated Read Across America by 
listening to numerous Dr. Seuss books 
including The Cat in the Hat, Green Eggs 
and Ham, Wacky Wednesday, Fox in 
Socks, Sleep Book, and There's A Wocket 
in My Pocket! They also made “at” word 
family Cat in the Hat masks, which were a 
HUGE hit with the children! 
 
Mrs. Jett’s 3rd grade class participated in a 
kindness challenge. At the beginning of 
February, each child received a list of 50 
ways to be kind and the kindness challenge 
was an immediate success in the 
classroom. The students asked to present 
the challenge to the entire school at our 
February Character Counts assembly, and 
they hung a large heart outside the main 
office as a reminder to all students that 
“Kindness Matters.” Following the 
assembly, each classroom teacher received 
a bag of hearts to add to the Kindness 
Matters Heart. Mrs. Jett’s class started the 
process, but now the heart is filled and 
displays the magnitude and multitude of 
ways our students have been kind.    
 
Did you ever wonder what types of skills are 
taught to students receiving speech and 
language services? There is a specific 
focus on communicating effectively through 
the choice of words, as well as putting 
words together meaningfully and saying 
them accurately. Students also need to 
listen to others, especially teachers and 
parents, so that they know what to do and 
what it is they are supposed to learn. If 
students have trouble articulating or 
pronouncing the sounds, words or 
sentences, their message may be lost to the 
listener, and the speaker is not as effective 
as needed. Many school experiences are 
built on effective communication, both 
listening and speaking, so these skills are 
critical in helping our students. Fortunately, 
Mrs. Piech is here to provide that important 
support to develop these lifelong skills. 
 
HES conducted a magnificent STEM fair in 
March, where students displayed their own 
experiments and demonstrations, as well as 

Wow! Things have been busy in Mrs. Suk’s art 
room! Twenty-eight students had their artwork 
on display at the Environmental Education 
Center’s art show and had the opportunity to 
attend the art opening where they were able to 
participate in hands-on activities and go for a 
walk around the grounds.  
 
HES’ 2nd grade artists had the opportunity to 
have their work displayed at the Hillsborough 
Library to celebrate Black History Month. 
Students learned about the collage artist 
Romare Bearden for this project and then 
created a collage depicting themselves doing 
something they love to do.   
 
Transitional Primary recently finished their 
study of Japanese art. They created origami, 
kimonos, did Japanese brush painting, and 
made teacups. As a finale to the unit they had a 
tea ceremony with REAL tea, noodles, and 
chopsticks.  

 
To celebrate 
Read Across 
America on 
March 2, HES 
engaged in a 
“Read around 
the Gym.” In 
this venue, all 

502 HES students had the opportunity to have 
four different books read to them. The gym was 
divided into four spaces, and each space was 
decorated to support the theme of the books 
that were read. Mrs. Sell read Tubby the Tuba 
and played an actual tuba. Mrs. Dano read the 
book Lego Man in Space. She talked about how 
a green screen worked and how they created 
the Lego movies using this technology. Ms. 
Rutz read a book about the Absecon 
Lighthouse. She had a 10-foot tall replica of the 
lighthouse in the gym and shared that her mom 
is the lighthouse keeper on Tuesdays in the 
summer. Lastly, Mrs. Suk shared the book Mary 
had a Little Lizard. The best part was the book 
had no words, so Mrs. Suk and her mother 
wrote the story the students heard. Mrs. Suk 
chose this book because she had two 
connections with the book—that she did 
painting in her classroom and that she has a 
lizard that lives at her house too. Mrs. Suk 
brought the lizard with her to school to visit with 
the students.  

participated in 
h a n d s - o n 
activities and 
competitions. 
M a n y 
participated in 
the cardboard 
challenge, run 
by Mrs. Dano, 
using creative 
thinking and 
engineering prowess. The bridge 
building competition was a big hit, and 
six HES bridges held over 175 lbs! 
However, nothing was as strong as our 
bridge judges, Mr. and Mrs. Valeo, who 
lifted the weights on and off the bridges 
all night long! A special thank you to 
Mrs. Leigh Strachen for organizing this 
amazing event as well as Melanie 
Simone, Jessica Bauer, Bill Strachen 
and Kim Brogan for helping out 
wherever needed. It was a great night of 
learning thanks to the support provided 
by our outstanding HES HSA, the 
incred ib le  s ta f f  members who 
participated, and HES alumni Jason 
Strachen and Merrik Brogan, who came 
from ARIS to assist and walk down 
memory lane. 

 
HES would 
l i k e  t o 
congratulate 
4th grade 
s t u d e n t 
Anaya Shah, 
w h o s e 

district Future Chef Championship 
recipe for quinoa salad was highlighted 
when Hillsborough Elementary School 
and Ms. Eckstein hosted district and 
state administrators for a day of 
professional learning on March 22. The 
adults were thrilled by the refined recipe 
and incredible flavor palate. They were 
stunned to learn that the dish had been 
created by a 10-year-old student! Way 
to go Future Chef Anaya! 



Page 4 Hillsborough Happenings Hillsborough Happenings 

Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

and appealing stories prepared just for 
them.  

 
Chinese 
This is the 
sixth year of 
C h i n e s e 
l a n g u a g e 
and culture 
f o r 
Sunnymead 
s t u d e n t s ! 

The students’ progress is amazing! Not 
only have the students retained what they 
have learned in the past years, but they 
are also making sentences by using the 
previous knowledge and are eager to learn 
more about Chinese language and 
culture.  
 
The students are fully immersed in a 
Chinese environment where they learn 
both the Chinese language as well as its 
culture as it relates to their own daily lives. 
Students get the chance to experience 
authentic culture, such as the Chinese 
Moon Festival, Chinese New Year, ribbon 
dancing, writing Chinese calligraphy, 
kicking shuttlecocks, using chopsticks, 
making teapots, singing Chinese songs as 
well as participating in the Chinese New 
Year parade. 
  
The thematic unit for the 3rd and 4th 
grades this year is “Food and Calendar.” 
Students are learning the names of fruit, 
drinks and various food found in both the 
Chinese and American cultures. They also 
learned terms that are useful in 
restaurants and when ordering food. 
During the class, students practice and 
experience communication skills through 
the use of age-appropriate stories, songs, 
visual aids, games, and other fun hands-
on activities. Each year’s “Cooking Show” 
for the 4th grade is the highlighted activity. 
In this activity, students learn how to make 
dumplings and wontons. This hands-on 
experience gives students an opportunity 
to better understand the Chinese culture. 
All these concrete activities as well as 

Reader’s Theatre 
Those Sunnymead teachers were up to it 
again! It was time, once again, for their 
famous, annual Reader’s Theatre. A brainchild 
of physical education teacher Laura Wynkoop. 
Reader’s Theatre incorporates set design and 
theatrics, to engage each and every child and 
draw them into new worlds, filled with cool 
information and interesting stories.  
 
This year’s theme was modes of 
transportation. The sets included a rescue 
boat that had just escaped the sinking Titanic, 
a hot air balloon traveling the world, a 
Conestoga wagon trekking across the west, 
and the Wright Brother’s aeronautical design 
studio. Each set had a character with a tale to 
tell, skillfully played by Ari Dlugacz, Laura 
Wynkoop, Elena Riveles and Elizabeth 
Marquardt. 
 
What is unique about an event like this at 
Sunnymead, is that it takes a village to make it 
all happen, and this year was no exception. 
Multiple staff members from across the school 
came together on numerous occasions to glue 
hot air balloon baskets, sew yards upon yards 
of fabric, hang lights, and many other creative 
feats, all for one day’s worth of theatre 
production for the students. For the entire day, 
the students’ eyes were wide and their ears 
curious, as they took in the visual splendor 

abstract concepts maximize the language 
learning capacity for students. 
  
First and second grade students have 
reviewed basic greetings, leave-taking, 
self-introduction, and learned new 
lessons on the topic of numbers, colors, 
body parts and family members as part of 
their thematic unit, “All About Me.” They 
also learned how to use chopsticks to 
pick up cotton balls and to say the colors 
and count in Chinese.  
 
Each student from kindergarten to 
4th grade has his/her own Chromebook. 
The students are engaged when using 
the Chromebooks to practice Chinese 
listening, speaking and writing.  Students 
practice Chinese through apps such as 
Nearpod, Kahoot, Quizizz, Seesaw and 
Quizlet. One big advantage of using the 
apps is that the teacher can gather the 
data instantly after students finish a test 
or practice in class so that further 
instruction can be tailored to the specific 
needs of the students.  
 
Students can also login to Ms. Kang’s 
website (https://sites.google.com/a/
htps.us/kang/) to review and practice 
Chinese at home. The enthusiasm of the 
students to learn and practice Chinese is 
impressive! Learning Chinese is so much 
fun!  
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Triangle School students enjoyed a 
very special Read Across America 
celebration on March 2. The building 
was decorated as never before, with 
every hallway adorned by Dr. Seuss 
art to celebrate that Dr. Seuss was on 
the Loose! The day began with visits 
from the Hillsborough Middle School 
TOPS students, who enjoyed visiting 
with students in all classes, from 
kindergarten to 4th grade as well as 
our students with Autism and 
Learning Disabilities. Dr. Schiff arrived 
to read to the entire  2nd grade in the 
hallway! Next, the whole school 
attended an assembly where they 
were visited by none other than the 
Cat in the Hat! Thanks to the NJEA 
for sending the Cat to visit us. We 
were also visited by a film crew from 
Classroom Closeup, who recorded 
the day and interviewed students and 
staff for their television program, 
which will air on June 24.  
 

The afternoon featured guest 
readers from the Hillsborough 
Township Police Department and 
others who “save the day!” A great 
day was had by all! 
 
Then, students celebrated their 
annual Young Authors Day on 
March 9, with a visit from author 
Suzy Kline. Suzy conducted some 
wonderfu l  assemblies with 
students. She explained how she 
wrote her books and encouraged 
students to look at their world with 
writing in mind! A group of 
wonderful 3rd grade writers had 
lunch with Suzy and discussed 
their favorites of her books. 
 
Triangle School is looking forward 
to spring finally arriving and all of 
the wonderful activities we have 
planned!  
 
T r i a n g l e  S c h o o l … . .  I t ’ s 
GRRRRRREAT!!! 



Woodfern School has been a place of 
fantastic and exciting activities over the 
past few weeks! It all started with Read 
Across America and our celebration of 
the birthday of that famous author, Dr. 
Seuss! Woodfern had a school-wide 
assembly where students listened to 
Mrs. Hansen, Mr. Buurma, and Teacher 
of the Year, Mrs. Zinman, read The Cat 
in The Hat. As is our tradition, all 
Woodfern students and staff recited the 

Reader’s Pledge, where we 
promised to read, read, and read 
some more! 
 
Speaking of honoring important 
people, Woodfern is extremely 
proud to honor Mrs. Stephanie 
Zinman as our 2017-2018 Teacher 
of the Year! Mrs. Zinman holds 
both a Bachelor’s degree and a 
Master’s degree from the College 
of New Jersey, and she has been a 
teacher in Hillsborough for six 
years. In those six years, Mrs. 
Zinman has taught all elementary 
grades, kindergarten through 
fourth, and she has taught in self-
contained classroom settings, 
replacement settings, and inclusion 
settings. In addition to her work 
with students, Mrs. Zinman is also 
one of Woodfern’s Technology 
Trainers, where she has the 
opportunity to present new 
technolog ica l  ideas, too ls , 
websites, etc. to teachers across 
the district. She also volunteers her 
time to read to students at the 
Woodfern Home and School 
Association Barnes & Noble Night, 
and she volunteers to be a judge at 
our HSA Science Fair. Mrs. Zinman 
says that she loves working with 
students of all different abilities and 

loves seeing students flourish, 
grow, and develop a lifelong 
passion for learning. Mrs. 
Zinman also says she is 
honored to work with a group of 
p ro fess iona ls  who  a re 
committed to the success and 
happiness of each child. Please 
join me in congratulating Mrs. 
S t e p h a n i e  Z i n m a n  a s 
Woodfern’s Teacher of the 
Year!  
 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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 Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

T h e  p a s t 
months have 
been  ve ry 
busy. Students 
learned about 
G e o r g e 
Wash ing ton , 
A b r a h a m 
Lincoln, and 
other important 
leaders of our 
count ry  in 

recognition of Presidents’ Day. Famous 
African-Americans and their contributions 
were studied during Black History Month 
in February. Students, staff, and parents 
were able to participate in our Science 
Fairs held on February 12 and February 
13. And of course, there were plenty of 
numbers, hearts, and red attire as we 
recognized the 100th Day of School and 
Valentine’s Day on the same day! 
 
Woods Road School continues its 
commitment to helping others. I am so 
proud of our students and staff for 
participating in many service learning 
projects this past month. These included 
our Souper Bowl Can Collection for the 
Somerset Food Bank and our 100th Day 
Pet Drive for The Somerset Animal 
Shelter, to name a few. Way to show 
great character in helping others in our 
community! 
 
Read Across America was celebrated the 
week of February 26th, with our hallways 
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decorated in tribute to Dr. Seuss and a 
Spirit Week with fun activities was 
planned. Guest readers such as Dr. 
Schiff, Mrs. Stoff, Señora Salazar 
(reading in Spanish) and Ms. Howe 
entertained students. Students also 
had a special visit from the Cat in the 
Hat. Staff dressed up as different 
Seuss characters, students wore the 
Cat Hat and made some creative 
headgear. The best thing was seeing 
everyone take the Reader's Oath and 
have fun reading Dr. Seuss books all 
week long! Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss! 
 
This year, about 75 first through fourth 
grade students participated in our 
annual Chess Tournament. The 
competition lasted for about a month 
and a half. Students played during 
t h e i r  l u n c h  r e c e s s  t i m e . 
Congratulations to our grade level 
winners: 
 
1st grade - Sharvas B. 
2nd grade - Aneesh S. 
3rd grade - Mahanya M. 
4th grade - Akhilesh U. 
 
A special thank you to Mrs. Genes for 
her time and effort in organizing this 
annual event! 
 
Woods Road School’s 2018 Spelling 
Bee fourth-grade co-winners, Anushka 
N. and Shaan L. represented WRS at 
the Somerset County Library System 

of New Jersey’s (SCLSNJ) Bee 
Spectacular on March 10. Way to go!  
 
Students were able to visit our Spring 
Book Fair during the week of March 
12th. Thank you to all of our parent 
volunteers and our book fair 
committee chairs for making our 
Spring Book Fair a big success. 
 
Our first STEAM Night for 3rd and 4th 
grade families was held on March 15, 
and was a huge success. A special 
thank you to our REACH teacher, 
Mrs. Green, and the STEAM Team 
Committee, as well as our many 
parent and staff volunteers for an 
amazing event! Be sure to check out 
pictures from the event on 
T w i t t e r  h t t p s : / / t w i t t e r . c o m /
@WildcatsWRS 
 
Young Authors Day, held on March 
20, included a special visit from 
author, Suzy Kline. Students and 
teachers alike wore their YAD t-shirts 
so that they could be signed by 
friends and teachers during the day. 
 
Our kindergarten and TP students 
performed their music show on March 
22. They practiced and practiced with 
Mr. Steege, our music teacher. It was 
wonderful that so many family 
members and friends were able to 
enjoy the show! 
 
We hope to see you at our events 
this month! Let's hope warmer 
weather is on its way soon! 
 
Woods Road School....is Cool!  
 

https://twitter.com/@WildcatsWRS
https://twitter.com/@WildcatsWRS


Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

5J teachers (Ms. Lyons’ and Ms. 
Sanchez’s homerooms) and 5K 
teachers (Ms. Raff’s and Ms. 
Andreski’s homerooms) participated in 
their Fourth Annual Soup-er Bowl 
collection. The two teams challenged 
each other to collect the most cans of 
soup to donate to the Hillsborough 
Township Food Pantry.  Both teams 
collected a total of 2,094 cans of soup 
for charity!  Congratulations to all! 

 
STEM Summit  
Auten Road hosted its annual STEM 
Summi t  (Sc ience Techno logy 
Engineer ing  Mathemat ics)  on 
Saturday, February 3. Over 275 
students participated in three 40-
minute workshops, which offered 
hands-on experience in various 
scientific fields such as: Crime Lab 
Chemistry (presented by the 
Hi l lsborough Township Pol ice 
Department), Farming Technology 
Through Time, Star Lab, and Cyber 
Security.  Students also had an 
opportunity to test their problem 
solving skills and scientific knowledge 
in a culminating science challenge at 
the end of the day. The Hillsborough 
High School Robotics Team presented 
a workshop to help encourage 
students interested in robotics to ask 
questions and view one of their robots. 
Thank you again to all of our 
volunteers who helped make this day a 
huge success… and a very special 
thank you to our Home and School 

Orchestra and Band Concerts  
The Sixth Grade and Advanced 
Orchestras were a part of the Hillsborough 
District Orchestra Festival this year on 
January 19. Students traveled over to 
Hillsborough High School during the day 
and played under master conductor, 
composer and musician, Mr. Nate White. 
They were also able to watch Mr. White 
work with the middle and high school 
orchestra members. In the evening, all the 
various orchestras, grades 6-12, played 
their pieces of music. At the conclusion, 
all the orchestras gathered together and 
played a final number Russian Sailors 
Dance, surrounding the entire audience!   
 
On January 9, the ARIS 6th grade bands 
gave an outstanding performance to a full 
house of proud family members. We are 
looking forward to the orchestra and 6th 
grade bands spring concerts in May!  
 
HHS Students Visit  
On February 2, students from 
Hillsborough High School's PUSH/REBEL 
club met with 5th and 6th graders to 
discuss drug use prevention and healthy 
lifestyles. Through a series of activities, 
ARIS students received important 
information regarding alcohol and tobacco 
use. We hope that the students received a 
clearer idea of the effects and 
consequences of these substances which 
will help them make better choices in the 
future.  

 
S o u p - e r 
Bowl  
Teams 5J 
and  5K 
ce lebra ted 
their own 
S o u p - e r 
Bowl on 
February 2 

in preparation for Super Bowl weekend. 

Association and the STEM Summit 
Coordinators!   
 
Life Skills Presentations  
During the month of February, ARIS 
was honored to have parent and 
guardian volunteers visit to talk with 
students about Life Skills. Fifth grade 
students learned about positive 
attitude versus negative self talk (e.g., 
positive coping skills) and 6th grade 
s tudents  learned about  the 
consequences of negative peer 
pressure (including cheating, stealing, 
unhealthy friendships, and underage 
drinking). On behalf of the entire 
ARIS community, thank you to Ms. 
Minda Maggio for coordinating these 
sessions and a special thank you to 
each of our Life Skills volunteers! 
 
Grade 5 
Assembly  
On February 
28, the entire 
5th grade attended an assembly 
featuring a cappella vocal band, Ball 
in the House. The band performed 
songs that ranged in style from doo 
wop to R & B to current pop hits. The 
primary goal of the assembly was to 
provide an educational link between 
vocal music taught in school and the 
pop music that students may hear on 
the radio. Prior to the program, 
homeroom teachers were provided 
study guides which outlined concepts 
that would be addressed during the 
assembly.  Topics such as rhythm, 
melody, harmony, and percussion 
were addressed, as well as 
songwriting and vocal arrangements. 
Many thanks to Auten Road’s Home 
and School Association for making 
this assembly possible!  
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HMS PRIDE Outreach 
HMS PRIDE students visited all six 
elementary schools in Hillsborough to 
read Dr. Seuss' story of the Sneetches 
and share important anti-bullying 
messages. They helped the 2nd grade 
students make "belly stars" like the Star
-Bellied Sneetches to highlight what 
makes them special and recognize what 
is special in all those around them. 
  
Mighty Fingers!  
Lambertville artist, Kelly Sullivan, 
brought her Mighty Fingers Facing 
Change program to HMS in February to 
help students create an original piece of 
art. The Mighty Fingers Facing Change 
program leads students through a day 
of projects and discussion about ways 
they can empower themselves and be 
the change they want to see. At HMS, 
25 girls participated in the day's event 
that culminated with each of the girls 
adding their finger print to a large global 
finger smear canvas. 
 
HMS teacher, Gina Kay, was one of five 
state-wide winners to have the 
opportunity to bring Sullivan and her 
program to our school, funded by the 
New Jersey Education Association.   
 

"Kelly and her staff were amazing," 
Kay said. "The girls really enjoyed the 
activities of the day, which promoted 
self-reflection and being part of 
something bigger than themselves. I 
think this day will have a lasting impact 
on them. And, a big thanks to the HMS 
Home & School Association for 
providing breakfast and lunch for the 
event!" 



F r e s h m a n 
R i s h i k e s h 
Nayar  has 
been selected 
for the 2018 
High School 
H o n o r s 
Pe r formance 
S e r i e s  a t 

Carnegie Hall and performed there on 
Sunday, February 4.  Participation in one of 
the five Honor Ensembles is limited to the 
highest-rated high school performers from 
around the world. Following a rigorous 
audition process and review by the Honors 
Selection Board, Rishi was one of 700 
students chosen from a pool of over 18,000 
applicants, joining other performers from all 
50 states as well as Guam, six Canadian 
provinces, Australia, China, Hong Kong, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Qatar, South Korea, 
and the United Kingdom. Rishi has studied 
music for seven years and is a member of 
the Honors Music Program in Voice at 
Westminster Conservatory at Rider 
University. 

 
Congratulations to the 
Hil lsborough High 
School Educational 
Services Professional 
of the Year, Mr. Brian 
Yarasheski! Known as 
Mr. Y. to most, Mr. 
Yarasheski has a long 
and varied history with 

Hillsborough High School. He began here 
as a math teacher in 1990 and then, after 
completing his Masters in Counseling at 
TCNJ, became a school counselor at HHS. 
He worked in that capacity for eight years 
before briefly entertaining a career as a 
Director of Guidance in Highland Park. After 
a year and a half in that position, he knew 
that HHS was where he wanted to be, and 
we were fortunate enough to have an 
opening to bring him back to Raider Country 
where he belongs. One of Mr. Y’s loves has 
always been the athletic program, and he 
works regularly in whatever capacity is 
needed, such as timekeeper, announcer, 
and so on. To make it even more evident 

that the role that he plays at HHS has an 
impact on our students, this is the second 
time he has been named the Educational 
Services Professional of the Year. This 
year, Mr. Y. was nominated by one of his 
students who cited the “immense amount 
of support to help her get through the 
process of finding the college that was 
right for her,” her appreciation of the 
emails he would send even at 9:30 at night 
answering her questions or letting her 
know that all of her application materials 
had been submitted, alleviating her worries 
about the application process, having a 
listening ear, and helping with peer issues. 
It takes someone special to earn this 
award once, and it takes someone extra 
special to earn it twice. Mr. Y. is that extra 
special guy!  
 
Congratulations to Mrs. Joanne Brush, the 
Hillsborough High School Teacher of the 
Year! In her 35th year in education, Mrs. 
Brush has been a math teacher at HHS for 
17 years, teaching a variety of topics and 
levels… and quietly doing great things. 
She is one of those people who always 
rises to the occasion, whether it means 
teaching an extra period to cover for a 
colleague on a leave of absence, 
chaperoning dances, or taking over as 
sophomore class advisor for a year when 
another teacher was on family leave. She 

is an active member 
of the Hillsborough 
E d u c a t i o n 
Association and has 
served as a building 
representative and a 
volunteer at any 
events where her 
services may be 
needed. She is half 

of one of the longest lasting co-teaching 
partnerships in the building, and she does 
everything possible to support her 
students. Her nomination included 
statements from colleagues who see her 
as a role model, as well as from students 
who talk about how engaging she is, how 
supportive she is, how much they 
appreciate her coming to all of their 

activities and athletic events, and how her 
huge smile helps brighten their days. A 
former student, now a math teacher 
herself, found a role model who helped her 
determine her own career direction and 
sums up this outstanding educator 
perfectly when she says, “Mrs. Brush is 
not one of the best, she is the best!” Even 
now, one of her colleagues is auditing her 
class, taking quizzes and tests just like 
every other student, to expand her skill set 
and provide extra help to her students 
when they need it. Inspiring a student to 
become a teacher… and inspiring a 
teacher to become a student… that’s 
precisely why Mrs. Joanne Brush is the 
HHS Teacher of the Year! 
 
The HHS swim team splashed the 
competition at the Somerset County 
Championships on Saturday, February 3.  
Highlights include: (Girls) Danielle 
D'Ambrosio (9) County Champion in the 
200 Freestyle; Alexandra Temple (12) 
County Champion in the 200 Individual 
Medley; Haley Tevnan (11) County 
Champion in the 50 Freestyle; Haley 
Tevnan, Jordan McChesney, Alexandra 
Temple, and Danielle D'Ambrosio County 
Champions in the 200 Freestyle Relay 
(which also set a new county record and a 
new pool record); Alexandra Temple, 
Haley Tevnan, Jordan McChesney, and 
Danielle D'Ambrosio County Champions in 
the 400 Freestyle Relay; Second Place 
overall  team finish at County 
Championships. (Boys) Josh Franco (12) 
County Champion in the 200 Freestyle; 
Third Place overall team finish at County 
Championships. The Girls AND Boys 
Swim Teams won the Central Jersey 
Sectional State Championship! This is the 
third year in a row the girls have won the 
title and the second time in three years it 
has been won by the boys. Well done, 
swimmers and coaches (Todd Sudol and 
Adele Morgan). 
 
Most math students are familiar with 
celebrating Pi Day (March 14) in honor of 
the beloved mathematical constant pi or 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio, District Coordinator 

affect parenting and it also consists of 
one valuable question and answer 
session with a member of our 
Hi l lsborough Township Pol ice 
Department. It’s a safe place for 
concerned parents and guardians to 
come together and share their concerns, 
to learn from each other about what 
struggles we are all experiencing raising 
our children, and to share ideas about 
what works and what doesn’t. This is 
done in a casual group atmosphere 
where participants have open honest 
discussions, use fun exercises and 
receive resources for various topics. 
There are tears and laughter and 
hopefully some valuable information to 
help parents navigate through the 
tweens and teens years.  
 
Testimony from a past participant~ 
"I accidentally found the PLC program 
through our district Life Skills 
Coordinator. She said that it would be 
something that I would find value in. I am 
so happy that  I  took her 

recommendation. From the very first 
meeting to the last, it was an altering 
experience. The PLC facilitators 
provided a safe environment for me to 
self-search and evaluate my own 
upbringing. That starting point made a 
huge impact on how I parent my 
children. Since completing the program, 
I've become a more present and active 
parent. I still use tools that were 
presented to me. Also, as a result, I 
have become more involved with the 
school and the community to improve 
the environment that my children are a 
part of. I highly recommend this 
program to all parents."   
- Mom of 8-year-old and 14-year-old. 
 
The next session is scheduled to begin 
April 10, 2018. If you are interested in 
registering for the program or if you 
have any questions, please contact:  
 
Minda Maggio 
District Life Skills Coordinator 
mmaggio@htps.us 
(908) 431-6600 ext. 2809  

especially if the child is unsure of the 
answers. 
 
Questions to Ask: 
 What facts/concepts do you need to 

know and/or understand for this 
assignment? 

 What are the skills your teacher is 
looking for you to demonstrate on this 
assignment? 

 How can you demonstrate to your 
teacher that you understand those 
concepts? 

 What possible mistakes do you want to 
avoid? 

 How can you challenge and stretch 
your understanding of the concepts 
and skills? 

 
In addition to encouraging general 
understanding of the rubric at the beginning 
of an assignment, parents can also 
encourage the use of a rubric as a tool for 
self-reflection. The ideal time for self-

reflection is when a child has finished a 
draft of his/her work. Reviewing the 
rubric along with a draft of the 
assignment allows students to reflect 
and make decisions about a reasonable 
score for each of the outlined criteria and 
may prompt revision, thereby improving 
a child’s understanding and mastery of 
the focused standards. Additionally, this 
reflection may also lead the child to ask 
questions of the teacher, especially if    
s/he does not understand portions of the 
rubric or is unsure if the work meets the 
outlined criteria. By using rubrics as a 
tool for self-reflection, students make the 
most out of having criteria provided prior 
to completion of the assignment.   
 
While the most beneficial time to utilize a 
rubric is during the development of the 
assignment and before a child submits 
an assessment, rubrics can also help 
families understand exactly where child
(ren) need to improve after receiving a 

score. The scores on each criteria of an 
assignment provide parents and 
students with crit ical feedback 
containing much more nuance, 
specificity, and  actionable information 
than an overall, general assignment 
grade. For example, understanding that 
a child earned a higher score on the 
organization of a paper than citing 
textual evidence provides a focus for 
future improvement. Reviewing the 
scores for each criteria on the rubric will 
show specific strengths, as well as,  
opportunities for growth that can guide 
future conversations for parents and 
educators as partners focused on 
learning.    
 
Do not hesitate to reach out to your 
child(ren)’s teachers for further 
discussion.   
 
 
 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes & Dr. Cindy Assini (cont.) 

Parent Learning Community (PLC) 
For 17 years the Hillsborough/Millstone 
Municipal Alliance has offered a volunteer 
facilitated program created by the Princeton 
Center for Leadership Training (PCLT)  to 
provide parents and guardians with tools 
and information about current trends to help 
them with communication skills with their 
children. The program named PLC stands 
for Parent Learning Community and 
consists of a 5-week course where 
participants meet for two hours, once a 
week. Classes are typically offered in the 
Fall and Spring  for a small fee that covers 
class materials and a t-shirt. 
 
This long standing program has been well 
received over the years, attended by 
parents, grandparents, and step-parents 
alike and sometimes even consists of 
former attendees who come back for 
refreshers. The program has carried on with 
the help of former participants who become 
facilitators and covers important topics 
ranging from stress to self-esteem, 
substance abuse and social trends that can 
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
Apr. 13—End of Marking Period #3 
Apr. 18—Coffee with the Superintendent 
Apr. 23—District Arts Festival 
Apr. 26—Half Day/Inservice 
May 4—Half Day/Inservice 
May 28—School Closed 
Jun 18—Half Day for Students 
Jun 19—Half Day for Students/Last day/Graduation 
Jun 20—Inservice/Last Day for Teachers 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, 
for additional events and details.  

 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 

Another student obtained a file from NASA 
with 10 million digits of the number, the 
first few hundred pages of which Mr. Raff 
posted on the bulletin board. Another 
student even surprised the teacher with a t
-shirt to commemorate this “new favorite” 
mathematical holiday. 
 
First semester students in Mr. Scott 
Samuels’ Drawing classes displayed their 
“sweet” work in the art hallway to open the 
new semester. Colorful, vibrant, and 
tempting, the students’ colored pencil work 
reflected the culmination of many of the 
skills learned in the entry-level art class. 
 
Two senior wrestlers earned District 17 
championships in mid-February, Anthony 
Donnadio at 126 lbs. and Kevin Faulkner 
at 160 lbs. Congratulations to both boys 
and their coach, Mr. Steve Molinaro. 
 
Senior Diana Voronin has been awarded 
the national Award for 
Aspirations in Computing 
sponsored by the National 
Center for Woman and 
Informational Technology and 
Bank of America. She is one 
of 41 young women picked 
from over 3,700 applicants for 
this honor. The award 

ceremony was held in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, in early March. 
 
In the Robotics competition held on the 
weekend of March 17, Team 75, the 
RoboRaiders, competed against 36 other 
teams and ranked 15th. They were 
selected to join the alliance of the 8th 
place team (#6897 Astaea Robotics from 
East Brunswick, NJ) along with #6203 
Titanium Knights Robotics from 
Hackensack, NJ. Although they 
competed against the team ranked first 
and lost, Team 75 did win the Gracious 
Professionalism Award for helping 31 out 
of the 36 teams with various mechanical 
problems, as well as for how the students 
supported other teams and conducted 
themselves. The RoboRaiders were also 
given an honorable mention award for 
general safety. Keep up the good work, 
Team 75 and faculty advisor, Mr. Christos 
Papadopoulos. 

3.14159…. (calculated to the trillionth place 
without resolution). In Mr. Stephen Raff’s 
calculus class, there is a new day up for 
celebration this year, “e” day! While studying 
the derivatives of the exponential and 
logarithmic functions, the class also learned 
about the extraordinary properties of the 
number e, which is the base of the natural 
logarithm. The value of the irrational number e 
is approximately 2.718... Students asked if they 
could celebrate "e" day in class and, after one 
student’s astute observation that 2/7/18 would 
be the perfect day to do this, the teacher could 
not refuse. The class brainstormed and created 
a WordArt letter with a wealth of appropriate e 
words, which they traced onto the wall and 
made a permanent fixture in the classroom. 

http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

